
Inheritance is no 
longer a gift of love 
that must be valued. 
It can turn into an 
issue that breaks 
relationships, 
opines Brig.  
P K Chakravarti 
(Retd.).

InheRItanCe: 
Boon or Curse?
A sha Guha (not her 

real name) lived 
with her son just 

a few houses away from 
ours in a prime locality in 
Lucknow. The cruel hand of 
destiny had snatched her 
husband away in the prime 
of life, leaving her and their 
10-year-old son Dhruv be-
hind. She was a strong, 
capable and practical lady 
and knew that she would 
have to bring up her young 
son and face the rest of life 
all by herself. Her husband 
Deb had bought a plot of 
land and Asha took it upon 
herself to build a house 
with the money he had 
left behind. Her sweat and 
blood went into building the 
house, brick by brick. 

It would be a monument 
in memory of her husband 
and a token of love for her 
only son, the apple of her 
eye. The years went by and 
Asha spent her life look-
ing after every need of Dh-
ruv, meeting all his wants, 

needs, whims and fancies, 
never thinking about all the 
sacrifices she was mak-
ing. Her world started and 
ended with Dhruv. After all 
Dhruv was all she had and 
her life revolved around 
him. Time and tide wait for 
no man. Dhruv grew up and 
got married to a girl of his 
choice. His mother did not 

approve of his choice but 
could not do anything which 
would make Dhruv unhappy. 

After a few months he 
moved out to stay in a rent-
ed flat much to her dismay. 
After all, the house was built 
for him. Soon thereafter he 
started to demand from his 
mother that the house be 
gifted to him. Her refusal 
strained their relationship 
and it did not take long for 
Dhruv to cut off all rela-
tionships with his mother. 
Asha was devastated. Un-
able to live with this break 
in relationship with Dhruv, 
her existence seemed fu-
tile. She relented and gifted 
her house – the only world-
ly possession she had – to 
her son. Dhruv sold the 
house to a developer for a 
big amount as it was in the 
prime area of Lucknow and 
lived the rest of his life as 
a wealthy man. Asha was 
sent to an old age home to 
spend the rest of her life. 

Her monument in memo-
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ry of her beloved husband 
and her token of love for 
her only son was shattered. 
She died as a desolate, 
betrayed woman. The child 
who had learnt to take his 
first steps holding her finger 
and for whom she had sac-
rificed her life had betrayed 
her. Her life had been in 
vain. The inheritance she 
had thought of leaving be-
hind was snatched away 
from her by the apple of her 
eye. Parents love their chil-
dren and leave behind their 
lifelong treasures to them. 
Inheritance is an expres-
sion of love. In the earlier 
days inheritance was trea-
sured. One generation after 
another lived in the same 
family house. 

The inherited home was 
always the heritage and 
pride of family lineage. It 
was associated with our 
forefathers and their bless-
ings. Mothers gave their 

most treasured and loved 
jewellery to their daughters 
and daughters-in-law. The 
jewellery was the pride of 
the family, invaluable and 
irreplaceable, passed on 
from one generation to an-
other. They were family rel-
ics. Today old jewellery is 
treated as outdated. Mod-
ern-day wives are seen go-
ing to expensive jewellers 
to exchange inherited jew-
ellery for new fashionable 
ones. Jewellery is melted 
at a loss and new jewellery 
made. What has come down 
through ages vanishes with-
out a thought. 

Inheritance today is 
looked upon as a right. It 
is no more a gift of love left 
by parents who sacrificed a 
lifetime for their children. 
Parents are left to fend for 
themselves so that the chil-
dren’s dreams can be ful-
filled, and expected to hand 
over their property and sav-

ings to their children during 
their lifetime. Newspapers 
are full of sad incidents 
where inheritance has been 
the cause of unhappiness 
and ruined many a family. 
Son fights with father. Broth-
er fights with brother. Prop-
erty is fought over. Families 
are broken up. Court cases 
are filed. Cases go on for 
years and money flows like 
water. 

Inheritance has lost its 
meaning and significance 
and looked upon as a 
source of wealth which is 
yours by virtue of your birth 
and therefore your right to 
demand. Wills are ques-
tioned and contested. Inher-
itance has today become 
an evil, a curse. Bless-
ed are the families who 
do not face this problem.  
Unfortunate are the many 
families who are afflict-
ed with this malaise. How 
can this evil be banished 
so that families can once 
again live with love without 
fighting for material wealth 
and destroying the relation-
ships between brother and 
brother, sister with sister, 
breaking the hearts of par-
ents, breaking up families? 
Is there an answer?



Ancestral property is no longer considered valuable inheritance. Image 
for representational purposes only

41Dignity Dialogue | January 2022

my corner


